Title:  Growing Crystals
Purpose: To explore the evaporation method of crystal growing

Materials:


	MgSO4

Distilled Water

Hot Plate

Plastic cups
	Food Coloring

Balance 
Graduated cylinder 
Hot Pot


Procedure:

1. Write your name and class period on a petri dish.
2. Mass the plastic cup and add approximately 25 g MgSO4.  

3. Add 10—15 mL hot water and stir to dissolve.
4. Add a few drops of food coloring if you want.
5. Place in designated spot in lab.
6. Record appearance daily for 2 weeks.
7. Research information on crystal growing, crystal types, and similarities and differences between minerals and crystals.

Results:

Data chart record of daily observations and descriptions of growing crystals

Discussion:

1. Summarize what you did

2. Describe crystal growing techniques (literature/web research)

3. Describe crystal growth patterns (literature/web research)

4. Compare contrast minerals and crystals

5. Provide examples of crystals….you may include images (literature/web research)

6. REMEMBER TO CITE SOURCES* (Google images is NOT a source!)
Conclusion: Not required
Reflection:
Comment on what you learned from growing and researching crystals.
2 paragraphs minimum

*SOURCES TO GET YOU STARTED

	Crystals

http://www.bestcrystals.com/crystals2.html
http://www.yale.edu/ynhti/pubs/A5/vanwagner.html
http://www.chemistry.co.nz/crystals_defined.htm
http://www.nhm.org/research/minsci/home.html

	Minerals

http://www.bestcrystals.com/stone1.html
http://www.nmnh.si.edu/minsci/
http://www.webmineral.com/
http://www.onlineminerals.com/links.htm
http://un2sg4.unige.ch/athena/mineral/mineral.html



Save a copy of this lab writeup in your folder and in your Virtual Lab NB Folder on the Shared Folder.  (You may email this lab writeup to jdenuno@mhs-la.org and I will save it in your Virtual Lab NB)

Print out a copy of this lab and tape it into your Lab NB!
Judith S. Nuño
Chemistry
2006/2007
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