
Title: Element Clues 
 
 

1. Print out a copy of the note cards, knowns and unknowns. 
(they are on separate pages, after the Results and Discussion sections,  so they are 
easy to print and cut out) 

2. Cut out the known elements cards and arrange the knowns in the order they would be on 
the periodic table. 

3. Cut out the unknown element cards, inspect their properties, and determine where the 
unknowns would best fit in with the trends of the other elements in each group. 
Note: none of the unknowns is a repeat of a known.  

4. Determine the identity of the unknowns and record in Data Table 3. 
5. Use the Chemical Elements Handbook, Appendix A of the textbook,   

http:://www.webelements.com , or other online periodic tables to find information.  
 
 
 

Data Table 2: Descriptions of Selected Elements 

Symbol Element name Description Date 
Discovered 

Graphic 
(optional) 

Li     
Ag     
Cu     
C     
O2     
He     
Ne     
Ca     
Be     
Sn     
Ne     
Br2     
K     

Ba     
Xe     

 

http://www.webelements.com/


 

Data Table 3: Identification and Descriptions of Unknowns 

# Symbol Element name Description Date 
Discovered 

Graphic 
(optional) 

1      

2      

3      

4      

5      

6      

7      

8      

9      
 
 
Discussion: 

1. Summarize what you did. 
2. Explain how you predicted the identity of the unknown elements. 

 
Conclusion:  none required for this activity 
 
Extension:   
List the website name and URL and provide a 2—3 sentence description for 2 additional 
interactive periodic table sites 



The Knowns 
 
 

 



The Unknowns 


